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| Machiavel's Viudication.of Himſelf and his Writings, againſt the Im- 


patation of Impiety, Atheiſm, ana other high Crimes, extrafted from 
_ his Letter to his Friend Zenobius. 


Guilio Salriath, *that I would uſe ſome 


F |: Diſcourſe we had lately (dear Zens- 
bio) and the preſſing [mportunity cf 

- 

wy Meads to wipe off che many Aſperſions 


"aſt upon my Writings, gives you the preſent 


Frouble of reading this Letter, and me the Plea- 
fure of writing It, —— «= 

[ have yielded, !You ſee, ro the Entraary of 
Guilio, and the reſt of that Company, for that [ 
eſteem ir a Duty to clear thkt excellent Society 
from the Scandal of having ſo dangercus and per- 
nicious a Perſon to be a Member of their Con- 
verſation : For by reaſon of my Age, and ſince 
the loſs of my Liberty, and my Sufferings under 
thar Monſter of Luſt and Cruelty, Altxanarr de 
Medici, ſer over us by the Divine Vengeance for 
our Sins, I can be capable of no other Deſign or 
Enjoyment, than to.delight and be delighted in 
the Company of ſo many choice and vertuots Per- 
ſons, who now afſermble themſelves with all Se- 
curity, under che happy and hopeful Reign of our 
new Prince Cofimoz and we may fay that tho our 
Commonwealth be not reſtored, our Slavery is at 
anend, and that be coming in by owr own Choice, may 
prove, if 1 have as good Skill in propheſying as 
I have had formerly, Anceftor ro many renowned 
Princes, who will govern this State 1n great Quiet- 
neſs, and with'great Clemency3 fo that our Po- 
ſterity i$like ro enjoy Eaſe and Security, rho nor 
chat Grearneſs, Wealth and Glory by which our 
Ciry hath for ſome Years paſt, even in the moſt 
fatious and rumulcucus Times of our Democracy, 
given Law to Italy, and bridled the Ambfrion of 
Foreign Princes. Eut that I may avoid the Lo- 
quacity incident to old Men, 1 will-come to che 
Buſineſs. - If I remember well, the Exceptions 
that are taken to theſe poor things I have pub- 
liſhed, are reducible ro three, 

Firſt, That in alt my Witings 1 i:ſonnat? my great 
Affeftions to the Demecratical Government, tven fo 
much as to wndervalut that of Monarchy in reſpe& of 
it, which laſt I do n9t obſcurely in many Paſſages teach, 
and as it were, pirſrade the People to throw off, 

Next, That in ſome Plates I tent wry great In- 
picties, ſighting axd witifying the Church as Author of 
all the Miſgorvernment in the World, and by ſuch Con- 


tempt mabe way for Atheiſm 41nd Profaneneſs, 

And laſtly, That in my Boob of the Prince, [ teach 
Monarchs all the execrable Villanies that can be inven« 
ted, and inſtratt them bow to break Faith, and to op- 
preſs and to enſlave their Subjefts. 

I ſhall anſwer ſomething to every one of theſe; 
and that I may obſerve a right Merhod, will begin 
with the firſt _—- 

[ ſhall ſpeak to that which is mdeed fit to be 
wiped off, and which, if it were true, would nor 
only juſtly expoſe me to the Hatred and Venge- 
ance of God and all good Men, bur even deftroy 
the Deſign and Purpoſe of all my Writings ; 
which 1s to treat in ſome ſorr, as well as one of 
my ſmall Parts can hope to do, of the Politics : 
And how can any Man pretend to write concern- 
ng Policy, who deſtroys the moſt efſential Parr 
of ir, which is Obedience ro all Governments ? 
It will be very eaſy then for Guilio Salviti, or any 
other Member of our Society, to believe che Pro- 
teſtation I make, That the animating of private Mee, 
either direRly or indire&ly, to diſobry, much leſs 
to ſhake off any Government, how defpotical ſorver, 
was never in my Thoughts or Writings, Thoſe who 
are unwilling to belieye this, may take the Paitis 
to aſſign in any of my Books, the Paſſages they 
imagine to tend that way, ( for I can think of 
none my ſelf ) char ſo.'I may give ſuch Perſon 
more parricular SarisfaQtion. 

I muſt confeſs Fhave a Diſcourſe in one of my 
Eooks to encourage the ſrahan Nation, to aſſume 
their antiene Valour, and to expel rhe Bar- 
barians, meaning, as the antienc Romans uſe che 
Word, aHx Strangers from among us: bur that 
was before the Rings of $9.in had quiet Poſe 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom of Naples, or the Empe- 
ror of the Dutchy of Milan; fo that I could not 
he 1ncerprered re mean that the People of thoſe 
two Dominions ſhould be ſtirred up to ſhake oft 
their Princes becauſe they were Foreigners, 
ſince at that time Ludotic Sſorzz was in Poſ- 

{cffion of the one, and King Fredmrich reſtored 
to the other, both Natives of Italy. Bur my 
Deſign was to exhort our Country-men not to 
ſuffer this Province to be the Scene of the Arms 
and Ambitionof Charles VIIL, or K. L:wis his Suc- 


, 


ceſſor, who when they had a mind to renew the 
old Title of the Houſe of Anjou ro the Kingdom 
of Naples, came with ſuch Force inco [ta!y, char 
pot only our Goods were plundered, and our 
Lands waſted, bur even the Liberty of our Ci- 
ties and Government endangered ; but to unire 
and oppoſe them, and to keep this Province 1n 
the Hands of Princes of our own Nation, this 
my Intention is (o viſible in the Chapter ir ſelf, 
that I need but refer you to it, Yet, chat | may 
nor anſwer chis [mpuration barely by denying, I 
ſhall aſſert in this Place wbat my Priucip/es ave in that 
which the World calls REBELLION ; which I be- 
lieve to be nor only a riſing in Arms againſt any 
Government we live under, but ro acknowledg 
that Word to extend to all Clandeſtine Conſpira- 
cies roo, by which the Peace and Quiet of any 
Country may be inrerrupred, and by Conſe- 
| the Lives and Eſtates of innocent Per- 
ons endangered, REBELLION then (o de- 
ſcribed, TI hold to be the greateſt Crime that can be 
committed among Men, both againſt Policy, Mora- 
lity, and in foro Conſcientiez bur notwichſtanding 
all this, it is an Offence which will be committed 
whilſt the World laſts, as often as Princes tyransize, 
and by enſlaving and oppreſling their SubjeQs, 
make Magiſtracy, which was intended for the 
Benefic of Mankind, prove a Plague and Deſtru- 
ion to it : for ler the Terror and the Guilr be 
never fo great, it is impoſſible chat Human Na- 
ture, which confiſts of Paſſion as well as Vertue, 
can ſupport with Patience and Submiſſion the 
greateſt Cruelty and Injuſtice, whenever either 
the Veakneſs of their Princes, the Unanimicy 
ef the People, or any other favourable Acci- 
dent, ſhall give chem reaſonable Hopes to mend 
their Condition, and provide better for their 
own Intereſt by Inſurre&ton. So that Princes 
and States ought in the Condud of their Afﬀairs 
not only ro conſider what their People are 
bound to ſubmit to, if they were inſpired from 
Heaven, or were all Moral Philoſophers; buc 
to weigh likewiſe what is probable de fao ro 
fall our in this corrupt Age of the World, and ro 
refle& upon thuſe dangerous Tumults which 
have happened frequencly, not on]y upon Oppre(- 
fion, bur cvyen by reaſon of Malverſacion, and 
how ſome Monarchies have keen whelly ſubver- 
ted and changed into Democracies by che Tyranny 
of thets Princes; as we ce, to ſay nothing of 
Rome, the. powerful Cantons of Switzerland 
brought by that mears, a little before the laſt 
Age, to 4 conliderable Conunonwealch, ccurred 


(2) 


and ſought to by all rhe Potentares in Chriſten» 
dom. TIF Princes will ſeriouſly conſider this Mar- 
rer, I make no queſtion but they will rule with 
Clemency and Moderation, and return to thar 
exccllent Maxim of the Antients, almoſt exploded 
in this Age, That the Intereſt of Kings and of their 
People is the ſame : Which Truth has been the 
_ Deſign of my Writings to convince them 
of, 

Now having gone thus far in the Deſcription 
of REBELLION, I think my ſelf obliged to tell 
you what I conceive not to be Rebellion, }Whoſoever 
then tabes Arms to maintain the Politich Conſtitution 
or Government of his Country in the Condition it then 
is, I mean, to defend ic from being changed or 
invaded by the Craft or Force of any Man ( al- 
though it be the PRINCE or cif ol Gee 
himſelf ) provided, that ſuch caking up of Arms 
be commanded or aurhorized by thoſe, who are 
by the Order of that Government legally en- 
truſted with che Cuſtody of the Liberty of the 
People and Foundation of the Government : 
this I hold to be fo far from Rebellion, char I be- 
lieve it laudable; nay, the Duty of every Mem- 
ber of ſuch Commonwealth; for chat he who 
fights to ſupport and defend the Government be was 
born and lives under, cannot deſerve the odious Name 
of REBEL, bud he who endeavours to deſtroy it, If 
this be nor granted, it will be in vain to frame 
any mix'd Government in the World : Yer ſuch 
is at this Day the happy Form under which 
almoſt all Europe lives, as the People of France, 
Spain, Germany, Poland, Swtdeland, Denmark, &c. 
wherein the Prince hath his ſhare, and the Peo- 
ple theirs: Which laſt, if they had no means of 
recovering their Right, if taken away from 
them, or defending them if invaded, would be 
in the ſame Eſtate, as if they had no Title to 
chem, tur lived under the Empire of Tirhy or. 
M:ſcezy : and fince they have no other Remedy 
but by Arms, and that ic would be of ill Conſe- 
"= ro make every private Man Judg when 
che Rights of che People are invaded ( ro which 
they have as lawful a Cliim as a Prince to his; ) 
which would be apt ro produce frequent, and 
ſomerimes cauſcleſs Tuma!ts, rherefore ir hatl1 
been the great Wiſdom of the tounders of ſuch 
Monarchies, to appoint Gu2razans to their Liberty, 
which if it be not otherwiſe cxpreſt, 1s and ought 
to ke underſtood, to refide in the Eſtates of the 
Country 3 which for that Reaſon (as alſo to exer- 
ciſe their Shares in the Sovereigrty, as making 
Laws, levying Morey ) are co be frequently aſſent 


bled 


bled in all che Regions of Ewope before-menti- 
oned : Theſe are ro aſſert and maintain the Or- 
ders of the Government and the Laws eftabliſh- 
ed, and (if ir cannot be done otherwiſe) roarm 
che People to defend and repel the Force that 1s 
upon them : Nay, the Government of Arragon 
goes further, and becauſe in the Intervals of che 
Eſtates or Courts, many Accidents may intervene 
to che Prejudice of their Rights, or 70s, as 
they call them, they having during the Intermi(- 
fion appcinted a Magiſtrate called E! Fuſti- 
cia, who is by the Law and Conſticution of that 
Kingdom, to afſemble che whole People to his 
Banner, whenever ſuch Rights are encroach- 
ed upon;3 who arc not only juſtified by the Laws, 
for ſuch coming rogerher, bur are ſeverely pu- 
niſhable 1n caſe of Refuſal: ſo that there 1s no 
Queſtion, bur chat if che Kings of Aragon, ar 
this Day very powerful by che Addition of rhe 
Kingdom of Nap/zs, and of Sicily, and the Union 
with Caſti/e, thould in time to come invade their 
Kingdom of A-ragon, with the Forces of their new 
Domintons, and endeavour to take from them 
the Rights and Privileges they enjoy lawfully 
by their ConPicutjonz there is no Queſtion, I 
ſay, bur they may (tho their King be there in Per- 
ſor agaiiſt them) aſſemble under Juſticia, and de- 
fend their Liberties with as much [uſtice as if 
chey were invaded by the French or by che Turk, 
For it were abſurd to think, ſince the People may be 
legally aſſembled to apprebend Robbers z nay, to deliver 
Poſſeſſim ſorcibly detained againſt the Sentence of 
ſome inferior Court, that they may and oaght not to b2- 
ſtir themſelves, to brep in being, and preſerve that Go- 
vernment which maintains then is Poſſeſſion of thr 
Liberties and Properties, and defends thei Lives too 
from b:ing avbitrarily tabin away. Bur I know this 
clear Truch receives Oppolirioa in this unrea- 
ſonable and corrupt Age, when Men are more 
prone to flatrer the Luſt of Princes than former- 
ly, and the Favourites ace more impatient to 
bear the Imparriality of Laws than the Sons of 
Brutus were, who complained Leges iſ ſwrdas 3 thar 
is, tho they were fine Gentlemen, 1n favour with 
the Ladics and Miniſters of Kings Pleature, yer 
they could not oppreſs, drink, whore, nor kill 
the Officers of Juſtice in che Screers, returning 
trom their Night-Revels; bur che Exccurion of 
the þaws would reach them as well as others, 
who in the time of Trquiz it ſeems, teund the 
Prince more Exorable. Nay, the Divines thenſetcts 
help with thtiy Fallacies to oppugn this DoArine oy ma- 
king «5 belitus, as I ſaid before, that it's God's WH 
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all Princes ſhould be abſolute ;, avd art ſo far is Cov- 
ſpiracy againſt all Mankind, that they aſſert, that in 
the Text, this ſhall be the manner of your Kizgs 3 
Go1 was giving that People the Jus Divinum of Go- 
er4ment, when in truch he was tkreatning them 
with the Plagues of Tjrants, Bur I ſpare the 
Divines here, fince I ſhall have occaſion in di(- 
courfing of my next Accuſation, to ſhew how 
char ſore of People have dealt with God's Truth, 
and with the Intereſt of Men; and to be as good 
as my word, I ſhall preſently fall upon that Point, 
having been tedious already 1n the former, 

I am charged then in the ſecond place with Inpiety, 
in wlifying the Church, avd ſo to mabe way for A- 
thziſm, 1 do not deny but I have very frequent- 
ly in my Wriciags laid the Blame upon the 
Church of Rome, not only for all che Miſgovern- 
ment of Chriſtendom, but even for the Deprava- 
tion, and almoſt coral DeſtruRion of Chriſtian 
Religion ic ſelf in this Province z but that chis 
Dilcourſe of mine doth or can tend to reach Men 
Impiery, or to make way for Atixiſn, I peremp- 
rorily deny: And alchough for proof of my In- 
nocence herein, I necd bur refer you and all 6- 
thers ro my Papers themſelves as they are now 
publiſhed, where you will find all my Reaſons 
drawn from Experience, and frequent Examples 
cited, which 15 ever my way of arguing yer ſince 
I am put upon it, I ſhall in a few Lines make 
char mater poſlibly a lircle clearer, and ſhall 
firſt make Proreſtation, that as 1 do undoubtedly 
hope by the Merits of Chriſt, an4 by Faith in him, 
to attain eternal Salvation, ſo I do firmly believe 
the Chritian Profeſſion to be the only true Re- 
ligion now in the World, Nevt IT am fully perſwaded 
that ail Divine Vertues, which Goa then deſigned to 
teach the World, art contained in the Bobs of the Holy 
Scn;ture, as they ave now extant and received a- 
mong us, From them I anderſtind, that God crea« 
ted Mar in Purity and In0cence, and that the firſt of 
that Species by thiir Frailty loſt at once thiir Inte- 
grity and their Paraaiſe, and entaid Sin and Mi- 
le) 120% tot Poſterity : That Almiget) God to ve- 
pair this Lo's, did ox of his infinite Mercy, and with 
wiprallelld Grate and Goaanejs, ſend his on!y begat- 
ten Sn iito the World to teach us vew Tiatis,, to be 
@ perj:ch Example of Vertaue, Goonnels and Obedience, 
to riſtove true Religion, degenerated among toe Jews 
into Superſtition, Formality and HyP9cify, to dic jor 
the Saluation of Mankind, ana in fine, to give to us 
the bacy Spirit tn regenerate 089 Hearts, ſupport our 
Faith, and (tad 5 into ail Truth, 
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Now If it ſhall appear, that as tne Luſt cf-our 
firſt Parentz did at that time diſappoint rhe 
good Intention of God in making a pure World, 
and brought in by their Diſobedience the Cor- 
euptions that are now m itz ſo that ſnce likewiſe 
the Biſhops of Reme by their unſatiable Am\1- 
tion and Avarice, have deſignedly, as much as 
In them lies, fruſtrated the merciful Purpoſe he 
Had in the happy Reſtauration he intended the 
World by his Son, and in the renewing and re- 
forming of Human Nature, and have wholly 
defaced and ſpoil'd Chriſtian Religion, and 
made it a Worldly and Heatheniſh thing, and 
alcogether uncapable, as ir is prattiſed among 
them, cicher of direAing the Ways of its Pro- 
feſſors to Vertue and a good Life, or of ſaving 
their Souls hereafter; 1f I ſay this do appear, 
I know no reaſon why I, for dereRing thus much 
and for giving warning to the World to rake 
heed of their Ways, ſhould be accuſed of Impicty 
or Atheiſm; or why bis HO LINES S ſhould be jo 
Inraged againſt the poor Inhabitants of the Vallies 
3# Savoy, and againſt the Albigenſes for calling him 
Antichriſt. Eur to find that this is an undoubt- 
ed Truth, I mcan that the Popes have corrupt- 
ed Chriſtian Religion, we need bur read the 
New Teſtament, acknowledged by themſelves 
to be of .Infallible Truth, and chere we ſhall ſee 
that the Faith and Religion preached by Chriſt, 
and fertled afterwards by his Apoſtles, and cul- 
tivated by their ſacred Epiſtles, is ſo differenc 
a thing from the Chriſtianity that 1s now- pro- 
feſfs'd and taught at Rome, rhar we ſhould be 
convinced that if thoſe holy Men ſhould be ſent 
by God again into the World, they would take 
more Pains to confute this Galizzawpy, rhan ever 
they did to preach down the Tradition of the 
Phariſees, or the Fables and Idolatry of the Gen- 
tiles, and would in probabiliry ſuffer a new 
Marryrdom in that Ciry under the Vicar of 
Chriſt, for the ſame Docrine which once ani- 
mated the Heath Tjwants againſt them. Nay w? 
have ſomething move to ſay againſt theſe SACRILE- 
GIOUS PRETENDERS to God's Power 
for whereas all other falſe Worſhips have been 
fer up by. ſome Politick Legiſiarors, for the 
Support and }reſervation of Government, th1s 
falſe, this ſpurious Religicn brought tin upon the 
Ruins of Chriſtianity by the Popes, hath defor- 
med the face of Government in Erapr, deſtroy- 
ing all the good Principles and Moralicy lefc 


us by the Heathens themſclves, and introduced . 


inſtead. .chcreof Sardid,  Cowardly, Impelitick 


Notions, wliereby they have ſubje&ted Mankind, 
and even great Princes and Scares ro their own 
Empire, and never ſuffered any Orders or Marims 
to take place wiere they bave Power, that mizht 
mate 4 Nation Wiſe, Hmiſt, Great or Wealthy, 
This I have ſer down fo plainly in thoſe Paſſages 


of my Book. which are complained of, thar I 


ſhall ſay nothing at all for the Proof of ir in 
this place, but refer you thicher 35 and come to 
ſpeak a little more particularly of my firſt A(- 
ſertion,-Fhar the Pope and his Clergy have de- 


praved Chriſtian Religion: Upon this Subjx&- 


I could infinirely wiſh, now Letters begin to re- 
vive again, that ſome learned Pen would em- 
ploy ir ſelf, and that ſome Perſon vers'd in the 
Chronology of rhe Church, as they call ir, 
would deduce our of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers, 
the-rime and manner how theſe Abuſes crept in, 
and by what Arts and Screps this Babe! that 
reaches at Heaven, was built by theſe Sons of the 
Earth. But this matter, as unſutable co che 
Brevity of a Letter, and indeed more to my 


ſmall Parts and Learning, I ſhall not pretend 


ro, being one who never hicherto ſtadied or 
writ of Theology, further than ir did naturally 
concern the Politicks ; therefore I ſhall nor dea! 
by the New Teſtament, as 1 have done formerly by 
Titus Livins, that is, make Obſervations or Rc- 
fle&ions upon it, and leave you and Mr. Guilio 
and rhe reſt of our Sociery to make their Judg- 


ment, not citing, like Preachers, the Chaprer or- 


Verſe, becauſe the reading the holy Scripture 
is little us'd, and indeed hardly permitted a- 
mon us. 

To begin at the top, I would have any rea- 
ſanable Man tell me whence this unmeaſurable 
Power, long claim'd, and now pofleſs'd by the 
Biſhop of Rome is derived ; Firſt, of being Chriſt's 


Vicar, and by that, as F may fo ſay, prerending . 


ro a Monopoly of the boly Spirit, which was promi- 
ſed and given to the whole Church, that is, to 
che Ele& or Saints, as is plain by a Clauſe in 
Sr. Peter's Sermon, made the very tame time that 
the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit of God were 
firſt given to the Apoſtles, who ſays to the Jew: 
and Gentiles, Repent and be baptized every one of you, 
in the Name of eſs Chriſt for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
end you [hull receive the Gift of the Holy Gaſt; for 
this Promiſe is to you and your Children, aud to all 


that ave afar off, even as many as the Lord our God- 


ſoll c2ll, 
Next to judg infallibly of Divine Truth, and 
ro. forgive Sins as. Chriſt did, then to be the 
Hcad. 


——_ Doe _r— 
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Head of all Ecclefiaſtical Perſons and Cauſes in 
the World, to be fo far above Kings and Princes, 
as to judg, depoſe and deprive them, and to 
have an abfolute Juriſdition over all the Aﬀairs 
in Chriſtendom, #nz Ordine ad Spirituatia; yet a'l 
this the Canoniſts allow him, and he m2kes no 
Sccuple ro aſſume, whilſt ic is plain, thac in the 
whole New Teftamint there is no Deſcription 
made of ſuch an Officer to be ar any time in che 
Church, except ir be in the Prophecy of the 
Apoclaypſe, or in one of St. Pex'”s Epiſtles, where 
he ſays, Who it is that fhall fit in the Temple of God, 
ſhewing himſelf that he is God, Chriſt cells us, his 
Kingdom is nc of this World, and if any will be 
the greateſt among his Diſciples, that he muſt 
be Servant to the reſt ; which ſhews, that his Fol- 
lowers were to be great in SanRtiry and Humili- 
ty, and not in worldly Power, 

The Apoſtle Paul writing to the Chriſtians 
of thoſe Times, almoſt in every Epiſtle com- 
mands them to be obedient to the Higher 
Powers or Magiſtrates ſet over them : . And 
Se, Peter himſelf, (from whom this extravagance 
Empire is pretended to be derived) in his firſt 
Epiſtle bids us ſubmit our ſelves ts every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lord's ſakt, whether it be to the 
Kixg, or, &c, And this is enjoin'd, alchough it is 

lain that they who govern'd the World in thoſe 
yt, were both Heathens, Tyrants and Uſurpers : 
and in this Submiſſion, there is no Exception or 
Proviſo for Eccleſiaſtical Immunity. The PraQtice 
as well as Precepts of theſe holy Men, ſhews 
plainly, tharthey had no Intention to leave Suc- 
ceſſors, who ſhould deprive Hereditary Princes 
from their Right of reigning, for differing in 
Religion, who withour all doubt are by the ap- 
poinrment of che Apoſtle and by the Parnciples 
of Chriſtianity, to be obeyed and ſubmirred ro 
in things whereik, thq Fundamental Laws of the 
Government give theth the Power, though they 
were Jews or Gentiles. If I ſhould teſl you by 
what Texts in Scripture the Popes claim the 
Powers before mentioned, ic would ſtir up 
your Laughter and prove too light for fo ſe- 
rious a Marrer 3 yet, becauſe poſhibly you may 
never have heard ſo much of this SubxQ before, 
I ſtall inſtance in a few: they tell you there» 
fore, thatthe Juriſdiion chey precend &ver che 
Church, and the Power of pardoning Sins 
comes from Chriſt, ro Sr. Peter, and from him 
to them, Thok art Peter, and upon this Rock, I 
will. build my Church; 1 will give thee the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, whatforuer thos ſoalt bind 


00 Exth ſhill be band in Heatn, and wiztfoe- 
ver they ſhilt {2ofe 01 Eart), &c, From theſe ewo 
Texts, ridiculouſly applied, comes tlits great 


Tree, which hath wit! ics Branches overſpread - 


the whole Eirth, and killed all the gond and 
wholcſom Plants growing upon it: The firſt Text 


will never by any Man cf Serſe be underſtood - 


to ſay more than thit the Preachings, Suffer- 


gs and Miaiftry of Pecer was live ta be a great © 


Founlation and Pillzy of the Dot:int of Chriſt: the 
other Tixt, as alſo another ſpoken by our Sati- 
ow and his Apoſtles, Whoſe Sins ye remit they are 
remitted, and whoſt Sins ye vitain thiy art 16 


tained, are by all Primicive Fathers interpreted in - 


this manner, Whereſoryer you ſhall eff:(Tually preach 
the Goſpel, you ſhall carry with you Gracz and Re- 
miſſion of Sins to them which ſhill follow your 1n- 
flruftions : But the Propi'e who ſhall not haut theſe 
joyful Tidings communicated by you to them, ſhall 
remain in Darkneſs and in their Sins, Bur if any 
will conteſt, that by ſome of theſe laſt Texts, char 
Evangelical Excommunication, which was after- 
wards brought into the Church by the Apoſtles, 
was here preſignified by ow great Maſter, How 
unlike were thoſe Cenſares, to thoſe now thun- 
dred our, as he calls it, by the Pope? cheſe were for 
Edification and not Deſtru&ion, ro afflit the 
Fleſh for the Salvation of the Soul; that Apo- 
ftoli:al Ordinance was pronounced for ſome no- 
torious Scandal or Apyſtacy from the Faith, and 
firſt decreed by the Church, thas is: the whole 
Congregation preſent, and then denounced by 
the Paſtor, and reached only to debar ſuch Per« 
fon from partaking of the Commmion of Fel. 


lowſhip of that Church cill Repencance ſhould - 
re-admit him, but was followed by no other - 


Proſecution or Chaſtiſement, as is now praQti- 
ſed. Bur ſuppoſe all cheſe Texts had been as they 
would have them 3 How does this make for the 
Succeſlors of St. Petey, or the reſt? Or how can 
thts prove the BiF97s of Rome to have Right to 
ſach Succeſſion? Bur I make haſte from this Sub- 


. 


}<Q, and ſhali urge bur one Text more, which + 


Is, Toe ſpiritual Man judgeth all Men, but is bim- 
j-lf judged of zone : frum whence ic is iaferr'd by 
che Canoiſts, that firſt, the Pope is the ſpiritual 
Man ; and then that bt is to be Judg of all the 


World; and laſt, that bs 3s never to be liable to 
any Judgment binſe'ſ: whereas it is obvious to - 


the meaneſt Underſtanding, that Sr. Paul in this 
Text means to diſtinguz cen a Perſon in- 
ſpired wich the Spiric of God, and one remain- 
ing in the Scare of Nature 3 which lacrer, he ſays, 


cangot- 


— —— — _ 


"cannor judg of choſe. Heavenly Gifts and Graces, 
as he explains himſelf, when he ſays, The Natural 
Atan canmat diſuern the things of the $5rit,, bicauſe thiy 
art Fooliſh-els atom, 

' To take my leave of this matrer, wholly out 
of the wav of my Scudies, I beg of you Z?"0342, 
and of Guilio, and rhe reſt of our Society, to 
read over carcfully che New Teſtanent, and then 
ro ſee what ground there is for Purgatory, by 
which all the Wealth and Grearncfs hath accru'd 
ro theſe Men; what colour for their [4olatror's 
Worſhip of Saints and their Images, and particu- 
larly for ſpeaking in their Hymrs and Prayers to 
a picce of Wood, tv? Croſs I mean, Save Lignun, 
&c. And then fas nos dignos beneficiorum Chriſti, 
as you may read in tinat Office; what colour, or 
rather what excuſe for that horrid unchriſtian 
and barbarous Engine, called the [54uiſiti9n, brought 
in by the Command and Authority of che Pope ; 
the Inventor of which Peter, a Dominican Friar, 
having been ſlain among the A!bigenſes, as he well 
deſerv'd, is now canon1z'd for a Saint, and ſtil'd 
San Pittro Martine, 

In the dreadful Prifors of this Inquiſition, 
many faichful and pious Chriſtians, ro ſay no- 
thing of honeſt moral Moors or Mahomertans, are 
rormented and famiſhed, or if they our-live 
cheir Suffcrings, burn publickly ro Death, and 
chat on!y for differing in Religion from the 
Pope, without having any Crime or the leaſt Mif- 
demeanor proved or alledged againit them 3 and 
chis is inflicted upon theſe poor Creatures, by 
choſ& who profeſs to believe the Scripcure, 
which tells us, that Faith zs the Gift of God, with- 
out whoſe ſpecial Illumination no Man can 0%- 
rain it, and therefore is not in Reaſon or Hu- 
manity to he puniſhed for wanting it, And 
Chriſt himſelf hath ſo clearly decided that Poine 
in bidding us let the Tares and the Wheat grow to- 
gether till the Harveſt, that I ſhall never make any 
difficulty to call bim ANTICHRIST, who ſhall 
ve the leaſt Perſecution whatſoever againſt any differ- 
ing in Matters of Faith from himſelf, whether the 
Perſon ſo diſſenting, be Rererick, Jew, Genrile or 
Mahometan, 

Next I beſeech you to obſerve 1n reading that 
Holy Boo, though Chnſtian Faſts are doubtleſs of 
Divine Right, what Ground there 3s ſor enjoining Fiſh 
to be eaten, at leaſt Fliſh to be abſtained from ſor one 
third part of the Tear, by which they put the Poor 
ro great Hardſhip, who nor having Purſes to 
buy wholſome Fiſh, are ſubjeRed to all the Miſe- 
rics aud Diſcaſes incident to a bad and unhealch- 
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ful Dier ; whilſt the Rich, and chiefly themſelves 
and their Guydinals exceed Lncullus in their Lux- 
ury of Oy/ters, Tuwoats, render Crabs and 'Carfioni, 
brought ſome hundreds of Miles to fee their 


Glutronvy upon cheſe penirencial Days of Ab-. 


ſtinence irom Beef and Porb, Ir may be it will 
lie in che way of thoſe who obſerve this, to en» 
quire what St, Pau! means, when lic fays, that in 
tne latter Days ſome (ha!l depart from the Faith, for- 
bidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain from 
Meats, which God hath created to bt received with 
Thank sgiving : bur all cheſe things, and many other 
Abvuſcs brought in by cheſe Perzerters of Chriſtia- 
nity, will I hope e're long be enquired inro by 


ſome of the Diſciples of rhat bold Friar, who the - 


very ſame Year,in which I propheſied, that the 
S:ourge of the Church was not far off, began to 
thunder againſt their Indulgences, and fince hath 
queſtioned many Tenetrs long received and im- 
poſed upon che World, I ſhall conclude this Diſ- 
courſe, after I have ſaid a word of the moſt Hel- 
liſh of all the Imovations brought in by the Popes 3 
which is, the CLERGY, theſe are a ſort of Men 
under pretence of miniſtring co the People in 
holy things, ſer apart and ſeparated from the reſt 
of Manbind, from whom they have a very diſtinft and 
a very oppoſite Intereſt by a humane Ceremory, called 
by a divine Name, viz. ORDINATION; theſe, 
whereever they are found with the whole Body of 
the Monks and Friars, who are called the regu- 
lar Clergy, mabe a Baud which may be called the 
FANIZARIES of the Papacy; theſe have been the 
cauſes of all the Solxciſms and Immoralities in Go- 
vernment, and of all the Tnyieties and Abominations 
in Religion, and by conſequeice of all the Diſorder, 
Villany and Corruption we ſuffer under in this dete« 
ſtable Age ; theſe Men, by the Biſhop of Rome's help, 
baue crept into all the Governments of Chriſtendom, 
where there is any mixture of Monarchy, and made 
themſzluves a third Eſtate, that is, have by their 
Temporalities, which are almoſt a third part of all 
the Land in Ewope, given them by the blind Zeal, 
or rather Folly of the Northern People, who over- 
ran this part of che World, ſlept into the Throne, 
and what they cannot pertorm by theſe Secular 
helps, and by the dependency their Vaſſals have 
upon them, they fail nor ro claim andro uſurp 
by the Yower they pretend to have from God 
and his Vicegerent at Rome, They exempt them- 
ſelves, their Lands and Goods, from all ſecular Ju- 
riſdition, ciiat is, from all Courrs of Juſtice and 
Magiſtracy, and will be Judges in their own 
Cauſes, as 11 matcers of Tyre, &c, and not con- 
Lene 
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rent wich this, will- appoint Courts of their 
own to decide Soveraignty in Teſtamentary mar- 
rers and many others Cauſes, and take upon them 
ro be the ſole Puniſhers of many great Crimes, 
as Witchcraft, Sorcery, Adultery and all Unclean- 
neſs. To ſay — of the fore-mentioned Ju- 
dicatory of the Inquiſition ; in theſe laſt Caſes, zhey 
turn the Offenders over to be puniſhed (when they bave 
given Sentence) by the Secular Arm, to they call the 
Magiſtrate, who is blindly to execute their Decrees 
ander pain of Hell-Fire, as if Chriſtian Princes and 
Gevernours were appointed only by God to be? their 
Bravo's or Hangmen : they give Prote&ion and 
SanQuary to all exccrable Offenders, even ro 
Murderers themſelvcs, whom God commanded 
ro be indiſpenſably pur.iſh'd with Death ; if chey 
come within their Churches, Cloyſters, or 
any other place which they will pleaſe ro call 
Holy Gromd ; and if the ordinary Juſtice, nay, 
the Soveraign Power do proceed againſt ſuch 
Offenders, they thunder our their Excommanica- 
tion, that is, cut off from the Body of Chriſt 
not the Prince only, but the whole Nation and 
People, ſhutring the Church-doors, and com- 
manding divine Offices to ceaſe, and ſometimes 
even authorizing the People to riſc up in 
Arms, and conſtrain their Governors to a Sub- 
miſſion, as hapned to this poor City in the time 
of' our Anceſtors, when for but forbidding che 
Servant of a poor Cirmelite Friar who had 
vow'd Poverty, and ſhould have kept none to 
go arm'd, and puniſhing his Diſobedience with 
Impriſonment, our whole Senate with their 
Gonfalonicy were conſtrained ro go to Artignon 
for Abſolution, and incaſe of refuſal had been 
maſſacred by the People, It would almoſt aſto- 
riſh a wiſe Man to imagine how theſe Folks (hnuld 
aequire an Empire ſo deftraftice to Chriſtian Religh- 
on, and ſo pernicious to the Intereſ of Min: bar 
it will not ſeem ſo miraculous ro them who ſhall 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the Clergy bath bein for 
more than this thouſand Tears upon the Catch, and 4 
form'd united Corporation agoin/t the Puvity of Reli- 
gim and Intereſt of Mankind, and have not on- 
ly wreſted the Ho!y Scripturcs to ther own Ad- 
vantage, which they have kepr trom the Lat- 
ty in unknown Languages, and by prohibicing 
the rezding thereof; bur made uſe lizewiſe, 
firſt, of the blind Devotion and ſgnorance of 
the Goths, Vandals, Huns, %c, and tince of cle 
Ambition and Avarice of Chriitian Princes, 
ſtirring chem up one againſt ancrher, anc ſend- 
ing chem upon tooliſh Errands to the Aly Land, 
w loſe rhe Lives, and to keave their Domiri- 


SS 


ons in the mean time expoſed ro themſelves 
and their Complices, They have beſides, kepr 
Learning and Knowledg amorg themſelves, 
ſtifling che Light of che Goſpel, crying down 
moral Verrues as ſplendid Sins, defacing hu- 
man Policy, deſtroying the Purity of che Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Profeſlion, and all that was 
Verruous, Prudent, Regular and Orderly upon 
Earth: ſo that whoever would do Good and good 
Men Service, gtt himſelf immortal Hmow in this 
Life, and eternal Glory in the next, would reſtore 
the good Policy, ( I bad almoſt ſaid with my Author 
Livy, the Sanftity too) of the Heathens, with all 
their Valour and other glorio's Endowments; I (ay, 
whoeuer would do this, muſt mabe bimſelf powey- 
fel enough to extirpate this curſed aud apoſtate Race 
out of the World, And that you may ſee this is 
lawful as well as neceſſary, I ſhall ſay bur one 
word of their Calling and Orizinal, and then 
leave rhis Subjet. The Wecerd CLERGY 
x a Tiym whally unknown to the Scriptures, octher- 
wiſe than ia this ſenie, a peculizy People, or God's 
Lot, uſed often for the whole Jewiſh Nation, who 
are likewiſe called a Kingdom of Prieſts iv ſome 
Places. In the New Teſtament, the word Cleros 
is raken for the true Believers, who are alſo called 
the Elect, and often te Church, which is the Aſſem- 
bly of the Faithful met together, as is eaſily ſeen by 
reading the heginning of moſt of Sc, Paul's Epi- 
ſtles, where wricing ro the Church or Churches, 
he uſually explains himſelf, all the Saints in Chriſt, 
ſometimes, To al who baue obtained libe Faith 
with xs, ſometimes, To all who in all places call 
upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, &c. by which 
ic appears, that neither the Word CHURCH nor 
CLERGY was in thoſe days ter appropriated to ri'e 
Paſtors.or Elders - of the Flock, bur did {ig i/y 
pndifferently all the People aſſembled togither , which 
is Iikewile the liceral Conſtrution of the word 
Eccleſia, which is an Aſſembly or Meeting, 1: thoſe 
Congregations or Churches was performed their 
Ordination, which properly fignifies no more 
than a Decree of ſuch Aiſembly, bur is particu» 
larly ufed for an Elifioz of any into the Mint- 
ſiry; che manner was chis : ſometine's the Apo» 
files thenſelves is their Perezrinatious, and fone- 
thires any 0ther eminent Member of the Chuth did 
propoſe to the Society (upon vacancy or other ne- 
ce{firy of a Paſtor, Elder or Deacon) ſons 2007 
holy Mas to be elictid, which Perſon if be 944 Parts 
or Gifts, ſa: 25 the Church e2u/d edife by, was chojen 
by the lijting 1» of Hands, that «, by Saffrage; and 
oftentimes Hands were laid upon him, and Pray» 
ex. made for lijm : theſe Ven ſo ſet zpart did not pre- 

'eng. 
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bad before, much leſs to become 4 diſfii6t thing from 
the reſt of Mankind as if they had been metamorphoſed, 
but did atrend to perform rhe ſcveral FunQiors 
of their Calling, as Prophet ing, that is, preach- 
ing the Goſpel, viſiting the Sick, &Fc, and ntvtr 11- 
termitted the ordinary Buſineſs of th:ir Trade or Pro- 
fellion, unleſs their Church or Congregation was 
very numerous, in which calc they were maintain- 
ed by Alms or Contribution, which was laid afide 
by every Member, and collefted the firſt Day of 
the Week by the Deacon this was faid ro be 
given to the Chu:ch, and was employed by ſut- 
frage of the whole collefive Eody to the Poor 
and tro other Incidencies : ſo far was it from Sa- 
crilege in thoſe Days ro employ Church-Goods 
to Lay-Uſes. From theſe Words, Church, Clergy, 
Ordination, Paſtor, (which [2ſt bath been tranſlated 
-of late Tears Biſhop) you ſee what Concluſions theſe 
Men have deduced, and bow immenſe a Strufture thty 
havt raiſed upon ſo little a Fowndation;, and bow t4- 
by it will fall to the Grownd, whin God ſhall inſpire 
Chriſtian Princes and States to redeem his Tiuths 
and his poor enſlaved Mcmbers out of their Clutches, 
and to bring bach again into the World the true Original 
Chriſtian Faith wit! the Apoſtolical Churches, Pa- 
ſtors and Ordination, ſo conſiſtent with Moral 
Vertue and Integrity, ſo helpful and conducing 
to the beſt and moſt prudent Policy, ſo firted for 
Obedience to Magiftracy and Gourynment ; all which 
the World hath for many Years been deprived 
of by the execrable and innats ill Quality which is 
inſeparable from Prieſt-craft, and the CorJuration or 
Spell of their new invented Oraination, by which chey 


' cry with che Poet, 


7am furor bumanic noſtro de piffore ſenſum- 
Pxpulit, & totwm ſpirant precordia Phebun, 


' Which makes them {o Sacred and Holy,that they have 
rothing of Integrity, or indeed of Humarity left in thim, 
I hope I ſhall nor be thought impious any long- 
er upon this Point, I. mean for vindicaring 
Chriſtian Religion Trom the Aſſaules of theſe 
flen ; who having the Confidence to believe, or 
at leaſt profeſs themſelves the only Inſtrumerts 
"which God hath choſen, or can chooke ro reach 
and reform the World, though they have net- 
cher moral Vertves nor natural Parrs equal to 
other Men, for the moſt part, have by this pre- 
cence prevail'd ſo far upon the common fore 
of People, and upon ſome too of a berrer Qua- 
liry, chat they are perſwaded their Salvarion 
or eternal Damnation depends upon. believing 
= not bclicving of what they ſay, 1 would nor 
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"$t4d to any Conſerration or Samedneſs more than they 


you farewell, (1 Apr. 1537.) 
FINI 


be underſtood to diſwade any from honouring 
the trut Apoſto'ich Teachers, when they ſhall be re- 
eſtabliſhed among us, or from allowing them (even 
of Righr, and nor of Alms or Courteſy) ſach E- 
moluments as may enable chem cheerſully to perform 
the Dutits of their Charge, to provide for their Chi/- 
dren, and even to uſe Hoſpitality, as they are com- 
manded by Sr. Paul, Bur this I will propheſy 
before I conclude, that if Princes ſhall prrſorm this 
buſoneſs by halves, and leave any root” of this Cler- 
g) or Prieſt-craſt as it now is in th: Ground ;, or if 
that FAMOUS REFORMER flid ſont 
Tears fince out of. Picardy to Geneva, who is of 
ſo great Renown for Learning and Parts, and 
who promiſes us ſo perf:fF 2 Reformation, ſhall not in 
his Model who!ly extirpatt thi ſort of Mn; then I ſay, 
I muſt fovetel that as well the Magiſtrate, as this 
Workman, will find themſelues dictived jn thiir ex- 
petTition, and that the leaſt Fibra of this Plant wil 
ort”-run again the who!t Vineyard of the Lord, and 
rurn to a diffuſive Papacy in every Dioceſs, per- 
haps in every Pariſh: So that God in bis Mercy 
inſpire them to cut out the Core of the Ulcer, and the 
Bag of this Impoſture, that it may never ranble or 
feſtrr avy more, nor break, out bereaſter to diffuſe 
ep Corruption and Putreſattion through the bs 
Chriſt, which is his Holy Church, tovitiate and in» 
fett the good Order and true Policy of Governmeng. 

I come now to the laſt Branch of my Charge 
which is, That 1 teach Princes Villany, and bow to 
exflave and oppreſs their Subjefts, If any Man will 
read over my Book of the Priace wich Impartia» 
lity and ordinary Charicy, he will cafily per- 
cerve thar'iit is not my [nrention cherein to re- 
commend that Government, or thoſe Men there 


deſcribed to the World ; much leſs ro reach Men * 


ro trample upon good Men, and all that is Sa- 
cred and Venerable upon EarcthaLaws, Religion, 
Honeſty, and what not? If I have been a lictle 
too puntual in deſcribing theſe Monſters, and 
drawn them to the Life in all their Lineaments 
and Colours, I hope Mankind will know them the 
berter, to avoid them, my Treatiſe being both a 
Sityr againſt chem and a true Charadter of them--- 

Whoever in his Empire us tied to no other Rules 
than thoſe of his own Will and Luſt, muſt tithtr be a 
Saint 6 ciſe a wery Devil incarnate; or if he be 
wither of theſe, both his Liſe and bis Reign ave libe 
tobe very ſhnt : for whoſoruer tabes 101 him ( ex- 
ecrable an Employment as to rule Men againſt the Laws 
of Nature and of Reſon, muſt turn all topſie turuy, 
and never ſtick at any thing ;, for if once he halt he 
will fall and never riſe again, &c. And (o I bid 
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